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The Society for the Study of French History

Minutes of Committee Meeting held in the Low Countries Room, Institute of Historical Research, London at 1pm on Saturday 16th January, 2010
Present: Mark Greengrass (President), Stephen Tyre (Secretary), John Strachan, Karine Varley, David Hopkin, Noelle Plack, James Tucker, Andrew Smith, Julian Wright, Joe Bergin, Robin Briggs, Isabel DiVanna, Chris Warne.
1. Apologies for absence were received from Malcolm Crook, Joseph Clarke, Sandy Wilkinson, Michael Jones, Pam Pilbeam, Sian Reynolds, Tim Baycroft, Kevin Gould, and Bill Doyle.
2. Minutes of previous committee meeting were approved. There were no matters arising that were not already on the agenda. The committee noted its sadness at the recent death of Nick Atkin, and expressed its good wishes to Kevin Gould for a speedy recovery from illness.
3. Report from the Secretary.
(a) Awards made in 2009

Stephen Tyre reported that thirteen research grants had been awarded in 2009, and that most applicants had received the new maximum award of £750 awarded to most applicants. Some discussion had again arisen among trustees over the question of whether the Society ought to fund research into Francophone regions that were not strictly concerned with the history of France or its former colonies. It was agreed, for the sake of clarity, to stick to the guidelines published on the website. Two conference bursaries and five conference grants had been awarded. Total expenditure on the grants and bursaries was £11937, compared to £8023 in 2008. 
The need to chase up reports from grant holders was stressed; Mark Greengrass proposed that reports could in future be published on the Society’s website as well as in French History.
(b) Dissertation prize

Sixteen entries had been received, from ten institutions, covering a 
wide chronological and thematic range from the Carolingian period to the late 20th century 
First prize was awarded to James Eastwood (Cambridge) for ‘Noble Obligation and Political Imagination in ninth-century Carolingian Francia’

Runners-up prizes were awarded to Melanie Pocock (Bristol), ‘The French Pantheon 1791. Re-defining the dynamics of power in public art’, and Joanna Warson (LSE), ‘Britain, France and the Nigerian Civil War, 1967-1970’. 

Honourable mention may also be made of Michael Surman 
(Durham), "‘A Holy Nation, a peculiar people": Religion, region and nation in medieval Brittany’.
The committee expressed its thanks to Michael Jones for chairing the prize committee.

4. Chris Warne presented the treasurer’s report, showing a healthy balance and income of £15,000 from OUP. Julian Wright noted that although the Society might not expect the annual income from OUP to increase significantly in coming years, there was no cause for concern in this respect. 

Chris Warne pointed out that a full report would need to be submitted to the Charities Commission  now that the Society’s income exceeded £10,000. Stephen Tyre undertook to investigate the Commission’s requirements.
Mark Greengrass noted that further information about the shortfall in the 2009 conference accounts would need to be provided when this became available.

5. New initiatives

(a) ‘Visions and Revisions’

Mark Greengrass reported that he had contacted exam boards and teachers’ associations and had been able to identify some common themes to which the Society might contribute. Suitable contacts in schools and colleges would need to be identified.

(b) Writing-up award

Stephen Tyre presented a draft set of regulations and procedures for the new Ralph Gibson bursary to be awarded for the first time in 2010 to facilitate the completion of a PhD thesis in French History. The timetable for application was agreed, and a proposal that applicants only submit a cv and summary of their research in the first instance, with short-listed candidates being asked to provide a sample of work, was accepted. Joe Bergin, John Strachan, and Isabel DiVanna agreed to act as judges.
(c) Annual lecture

Mark Greengrass reported that Julian Jackson had been invited to give a lecture on de Gaulle, and proposed that the event be named the Douglas Johnson memorial lecture. Some discussion took place about whether this should become an annual event always held in London; it was felt that despite the practical problems that a London venue might cause for some members, it was important to ensure continuity. The prospect of holding future events at the Maison Française in Oxford  was also suggested.

(d) Monograph series

Mark Greengrass reported that progress on the monograph series with MUP had been slower than expected because of Nick Atkin’s death, but that two proposals were already under consideration by MUP and that readers’ reports had suggested a narrowing of the series’ chronological spread to the post-1715 period; a title of ‘Studies in Modern French History’; a broader remit than just books by recent PhD graduates; and some North American influence on the editorial board. It was agreed to invite Edward Berenson to take the place of Nick Atkin.

(e) The question of whether the Society could offer bursaries for language training was discussed at length. A notional scheme for up to six bursaries worth £500 each was proposed, with applications judged on the basis of a reference for the prospective supervisor and confirmation of acceptance to a postgraduate course. David Hopkin proposed that minority language training could also be included in this scheme.
6. Chris Warne reported on the difficult situation facing History at the University of Sussex. Mark Greengrass undertook to write to the Vice-Chancellor at Sussex on behalf of the Society.
7. Report from the Membership Secretary
A report received from Sandy Wilkinson intimated that membership numbers were healthy, and that the requirement that applicants for the Society’s awards should become members of the Society was ensuring steady growth in membership.

8. Report from the Editors of French History & Society News
Julian Wright reported that the handover from Malcolm Crook to Penny Roberts was nearly complete. Costs had increased slightly because of the Society’s contribution to OUP’s management of the manuscript central system. 

The flow of copy was good in general, with 60 submissions in 2009, but slower in the late-modern period than other areas. Special issues were forthcoming, on international history in June 2010, the French Atlantic world later in 2010, and documentary film in future.
A meeting of the editorial board was held in April 2009 and further board meetings would take place every two years. This meeting had resulted in suggestions for forums and historiographical articles; one forum, on the work of Mona Ozouf, is already planned for late 2010.

An event to acknowledge Malcolm Crook’s contribution to the journal and the Society – in the form of a workshop on political legacies – was planned to take place at the Maison Française in Oxford.

9. Report from the Editor of the Website
Kevin Gould’s report noted that the website was up-to-date but suggestions for new content were welcome. It was suggested that the postgraduate representatives could develop new forms of content for the website.

10. Conferences
(a) Preparations for 2010 Newcastle conference
Relatively few proposals had so far been received for the Newcastle conference, and preparations for the conference had been delayed somewhat. Funding applications were pending. Two plenary speakers had already been confirmed, but it was felt that a plenary speaker from France was also desirable. It was suggested that a further reminder of the call for papers be circulated, stressing that the remit of the conference was broader than the rather narrowly-defined theme might suggest.
(b) Isabel DiVanna reported on preparations for the 2011 Cambridge conference , to be held on July 14-15 at Fitzwilliam College. Suggestions for speakers were invited.
(c) Venues for future conferences. The 2012 conference would be organised by Queen Mary and ULIP. York was suggested for 2013.
11. Dates of next AGM & Committee Meeting
The AGM would take place during the conference in Newcastle, and the date of the next committee meeting would be dependent on the annual lecture.
Appendix: grants and bursaries

1. Postgraduate Research Grant Competition, March 2009

Candidate


Institution


Award


Kate Allison


Lincoln



£438


Mark Critchlow


Sheffield


£750


Mark Edger


Leeds



£600


Catriona Howie


St Andrews


£750


Chloe Jeffries


Oxford



£750


Jonathan Krause


Kings College London

£750


Daniel O’Brien


Trinity College Dublin

£750


Jack Rhoden


Sheffield


£500


Anne-Isabelle Richard

Cambridge


£750


Fergus Robson


Trinity College Dublin

£600


Louise Seaward


Leeds



£726.39


Christian Stroher


Cambridge


£750


Gregory Tinker


Reading



£250


Total: £8364.39

One application was rejected.
2. Conference bursaries awarded in 2000
Candidate



Institution

Award

Mette Harder



York


£300
Jan Machielsen



Oxford


£208
Total: £508
3. Conference grants awarded in 2008

Conference



Institution

Award

Reading Anthologies in C16 France

Liverpool

£315
Framing Narratives of the Second World

War and Occupation in France

Leeds


£250



Roger Mettam



Birkbeck

£1500

Bill Doyle 



British Academy

£1000

Total: £3065

Total expenditure on grants and bursaries: £11937.39
